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Brief report on the EPOMM Reception in the European Parliament on 1 December 2009

On 1 December, Brian Simpson MEP, Chair of the Transport Committee in the European Parliament, hosted a reception in support of the European Platform on Mobility Management (EPOMM) in the European Parliament, Brussels. It formed part of EPOMM’s official response to the European Commission’s Action Plan on Urban Mobility and also promoted the services of EPOMM to prospective members. 

Amongst the national and city representatives were the EPOMM Board, Magda Kopczynska - Head of Unit, Clean and Urban Transport DG TREN, and the President of EPOMM - Neil Scales.

Neil Scales stated that, with its focus on developing and embedding Mobility Management across the EU, EPOMM and its component ministry members had a strong role to play in the delivery of the Action Plan on Urban Mobility:  “We can fulfil an important role connecting the European level with the national, regional and the city level. We already fully engage with ELTIS and city networks POLIS, EUROCITIES and CIVITAS”

Neil congratulated the Commission on their work and said: “for EPOMM the Action Plan represents an important step towards a new more sustainable mobility culture. Mobility Management plays a central role in urban mobility policies such as changing behaviour in reducing car use encouraging walking and cycling and so making our cities less congested and improving air quality.”

The Action Plan’s principle of subsidiarity was welcomed by both Brian Simpson and Neil Scales, with Neil stating “EPOMM sees a strong role for the EU in developing key indicators and minimum quality targets in a non-mandatory framework”

There was further agreement on the proposed Observatory on Urban Transport. Brian Simpson expressed it as follows: “the collation of reliable data is desperately needed for urban transport policy makers.”

Neil added: “EPOMM has been working for more than 10 years on the dissemination and exchange of practices as well as on information and data collection. Therefore, EPOMM cannot but strongly agree with the Action Plan proposal to encourage Member States to create a platform for mutual learning and sharing of experiences. Such an approach has already proved successful in our establishment of SWEPOMM, the Swedish Platform on Mobility Management, and we are currently compiling detailed reports on 25 European countries which will allow streamlined benchmarking and exchange of best practice. We are ready to participate and contribute to the implementation of this Observatory and would welcome a dialogue with the Commission.”

Magda Kopczynska welcomed this prospect of cooperation: “We are looking forward to a flood of information from EPOMM!” she said. 

Furthermore, thanks to the financial support of the European Commission, the EPOMM-PLUS project will deliver an expansion of services to EPOMM members – old and new - over the next 3 years such as tailored trainings and workshops, translated materials, a best practice database as well as Mobility Management monitoring and evaluation tools. In conjunction with the annual conference ECOMM, and the monthly eUpdate distributed to 1400 subscribers, EPOMM PLUS will realise the target of building national Mobility Management platforms in 21 EU countries by 2012. 
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